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. CarvePrize 2026

Chainsaw Carving Competition & Festival

Like ArtPrize — but with a rugged twist.

@ A Bold New Tradition for Shelby

CarvePrize transforms downtown Shelby into an open-air gallery of chainsaw-carved
sculptures, drawing tens of thousands of visitors each year. Artists from across the region
will compete using only chainsaws and woodcarving tools to create stunning works of art.

%] Event Overview

Timing: Begins May 1st, culminating in a Chainsaw Carving Festival in July
Location: Public spaces throughout downtown Shelby
Future Growth: Expansion to parks, trails, and other public areas

&= Sculpture Installation

Mounted on 2’ x 2’ x 2’ decorative concrete blocks

Anchored with custom metal housings for safety and style
Positioned along sidewalks for maximum visibility

Potential future upgrades: Security cameras to deter vandalism



& Interactive Voting System

Online voting via geo-fenced app or QR code

In-person voting only — encouraging local shopping & tourism
Voting open from installation through the festival

Winners announced at the July festival

® Prizes & Auction

% 1stPlace: $5,000

% 2nd Place: $1,500 + auction proceeds

% 3rd Place: $750 + auction proceeds

Silent Auction:

Visitors bid on sculptures

75% to artist, 25% to festival

Winning sculpture becomes property of the festival

O Artist Agreements & Safety
Submission guidelines ensure quality and safety

Artists sign liability waivers
Festival retains ownership of 1st place sculpture

Startup Budget

Item Cost

40 concrete bases + housings | $8,000

Marketing and signage
(banners, radio ad,
wayfinding signage, $4,000
downtown event signage,
social media ad)

Voting app $3,000
Silent Auction app $750
Insurance & legal $2,000

Prize money $7,250




Total $25,000

& Sponsorship Opportunity

We are seeking a $25,000 presenting sponsor for the inaugural year.
Exclusive Naming Rights:
&= “Your Business Name Shelby CarvePrize”

Your support will help launch a self-sustaining, signature event for Shelby, building on
the success of last year’s Chainsaw Carving Festival.

@ Vision for Growth

Year 1: Focus on downtown Shelby
Year 2+: Expand to parks and trails
Long-Term: Become a regional destination like ArtPrize

Next Steps

Finalize nonprofit status (501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4))
Secure funding & sponsorships

Build sculpture bases

Launch artist call

Develop voting platform

Plan festival logistics & marketing

Let’s carve out a new identity for Shelby — together.

For sponsorship inquiries, contact: Phil Morse

@ administrator@shelbyvillage.com | %, 231-861-4401
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